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Zainal Abidin

Husna

Tourism Management,
Tourism &
Technology,

Service Design in

Tourism and

Dr Husna Zainal Abidin primarily supervises research around the
topics of tourism and technology. Some key research areas include,
1) exploring how digital technologies influence tourism management
and tourist behaviour for sustainable tourism development, 2)
exploring how service design can be integrated to develop meaningful
tourism experiences, and a recently developed research area of 3)
exploring the development of Muslim-friendly destinations.

Dr Husna Zainal Abidin will support students’ research journey by
facilitating the development of key research skills. This includes
fostering critical thinking skills, nurturing resourcefulness, and
providing guidance in the development of high-quality academic

publications.
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Critical Tourism

Studies, Philosophy &
Ethics, Lifestyle Sports
(Surfing) , Tourism &

Environment

Supervision will generally be provided for studies relating to three
overlapping research projects. Research students wishing to study
tourism in Japan using English, but not listed in the details below are

also welcome.

Critical Tourism Studies : Philosophy & Ethics.

This ongoing project is an expressive outlet for philosophical and

ethics-related research within the field of tourism studies. Inspired
by thinkers like Deleuze, Derrida, and Jean-Luc Nancy, amongst
others, I have examined themes of freedom and belonging, creation
and praxis, hospitality, relational ethics, socializing tourism and
post-disciplinarity. The aim of this research project is to help inspire
a new generation of tourism scholars to engage with tourism
philosophically at a time increasingly characterized by various

modes of neo-pragmatism.

Lifestyle Sports - Surf Studies Japan.

Apart from a few sporadic contributions little has been written about
Japan’s diverse surfing histories, cultures, destinations, and
transnational networks. The broad aim of this research project is
contribute to efforts to decolonize and decenter surfing and surf
research in two ways. First is contextual, highlighting the
importance of the culturally and site-specific character of how global
surf cultures are being assembled within in the current Japanese
context. Secondly, research aims to offer insight into the specific
histories, gender relations, cultural politics, and transnational
mobilities informing contemporary surfing and place-making in

rural coastal Japan.

Tourism-Environment Relations (Coastal Environments) .

This research area focuses on tourism-environment relations in
coastal environments. Here we explore coastal tourism
development, Japanese and global beach cultures, and ocean-based
relations through the lens of lifestyle sports and tourism. In this
context students research the history, politics, tourism
development, and political ecology of coastal development in Japan.
Current research is dedicated to examining the role of surfing and

surf tourism in Fukushima Prefecture’s post-disaster resurgence.
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